268          Garrick's compliment to the Queen.   [A.D. 1773.
answered so much the great end of comedy—making an audience merry V
Goldsmith having said, that Garrick's compliment to the Queen, which he introduced into the play of The Chances'', which he had altered and revised this year, was mean and gross flattery;—JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, I would not write ^ I would not give solemnly under my hand, a character beyond what I thought really true; but a speech on the stage, let it flatter ever so extravagantly, is formular". It has always been formular to flatter Kings and Queens; so much so, that even in our church-service we have " our most religious
\  J   :                                 King," used indiscriminately, whoever is King.    Nay, they
J       '                                 even flatter themselves;—" we have been graciously pleased
*   *                                     to  grant."     No modern flattery, however, is so gross as
that of the Augustan age, where the Emperour was deified.
!        '                                "Pr&sensDivus habebitur Augustus* "   And as to meanness,
i   *
'   •    ,                                        1 'May 27, 1773.   Dr. Goldsmith has written a comedy—no, it is the
i        j                                    lowest of all farces.   It is not the subject I condemn, though very
vulgar, but the execution.   The drift tends to no moral, no edification
,                                         of any kind.   The situations, however, are well imagined, and make
i      '                                 one laugh, in spite of the grossness of the dialogue, the forced witti-
,                            •               cisms, and total improbability of the whole plan and conduct.   But
i                                            what disgusts me most is, that though the. characters are very low,
j                                    and aim at low humour, not one of them says a sentence that is natu-
ral or marks any character at all.    It is set up in opposition to senti-
j                                    mental comedy, and is as bad as the worst of them.' Horace Walpole's
i   '     ,                                    Letters, v. 467.  Northcote (Life of Reynolds, i. 286) says that Goldsmith
gave him an order to see this comedy. ' The next time I saw him, he inquired of me what my opinion was of it. I told him. that I would not presume to be a judge of its merits. He asked, " Did it make you
j                                    laugh?"  I answered, "Exceedingly."  "Then," said the Doctor, "that
:                                    is all I require."'
i   <                                            a Garrick brought out his revised version of this play by Beaumont
-    '                                    and Fletcher in 1754-5.    Murphy's Garrick, p. 170.    The compliment
is in a speech by Don Juan, act. v. sc. 2 :—' Ay, but when things are at
1                                    the worst, they'll mend; example does everything, and the fair sex will
;  „     '                                    certainly grow better, whenever the greatest is the best woman in the
kingdom.'
3  Formular is not in Johnson's Dictionary.
4              ' On earth, a present god, shall Ceesar reign.'
FRANCIS.   Horace. Odes, iii. 5. 2. (rising                 " Not much," he replied; " he thought that all these imitations of Tris-
